
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the filesWe designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryingDo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web
athttp://books.google.com/

1

http://books.google.com/books?id=O3QOAAAAIAAJ




11 

Digitized by Google 









Digitized by Google 















































INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR. 27 

On the shore of the Gulf of Mexico La~le, with great 
ceremony, proclaimed possession taken fo~is XIV of all 
the country watered by the Mississippi, St. Louis, Ohio, Al
legheny, and their tributaries. For more than .ty years after 
its discovery by La Salle, the Ohio above the Wabash was 
unavailable to the French as a route to h Mississippi, 
owing to the hostility of the Iroquois! in hose untry it 
had its source. 

Early in the eighteenth century emigrants rom Canada 
came by way of the Lakes to the head of ~ke Michigan, 
and thence to the Illinois and Mississippi, or by the Maumee 
and Wabash, forming settlements along these rivers and also at 
Detroit and its neighborhood, while the Ohio remained still 
in an unknown wilderness and of minor importance. As late 
as 1750 to 1756 it was considered by the French authorities 
as a tributary of the Wabash, and it is so mentioned in 
official documents and laid down on most of their maps. 

In 1726, by consent of the Iroquois, the French reconstructed 
the fort at Niagara, which they had abandoned in 1688. 
By 1728-<) the Shawanese were settled along the Allegheny, 
to which region they were drawn chiefly by the measures 
adopted by the Marquis Vaudreuil in 1724. 

The way being now open, in 1729 M. de Lery, Chief En
gineer of Canada, with a detachment of troops, crossed from 
Lake Erie to the Chautauqua Lake and thence to the Cone
wango Creek and the Allegheny River, descending it and the 
Ohio. They made a careful topographical survey of the 
course of the rivers, with observations of the latitude, longi
tude and distances as far as the Great Miami. 

The French, down to the surrender of Canada to the British, 
in 1763, derived their right against that of the Iroquois to 
the Ohio country, asserting it to be theirs by virtue of its dis
covery by La Salle, and of their resorting to it when no other 
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30 CHRISTOPHER GIST'S JOURNALS. 

tions were the earliest made, so far west, for the single object 
6f examining the country, as they are the first also of which 
a regular journal was kept. The result of Gist's journeys, 
however, was not made known generally, being in the interest 
of a great Land Company; but in 1776 the Journal of 1750 
was published by Governor Pownall, in London, in the Appen
dix to his II Topographical Description of North America." 
At that time but few copies of that work could have found 
their way to America, and at the close of the Revolutionary 
War it seemed to have become comparatively scarce and is 
now but little known. The second Journal has never before 
been printed here or elsewhere. The third, 1753, was printed 
for James Mease, by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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S2 CHRISTOPHER GIST'S JOURNALS. 

I' and have taken some of our Brothers Prisoners, Which We 
"look upon as done to Us, and he turned short about and 
"went out of Council "-After the French Embassador had 
delivered his Message He went into one of the private Houses 
and endeavoured much to prevail on some Indians, and was 
seen to cry and lament (as he said for the Loss of that 
Nation. 

Monday Feb12s.-This Day We receieved a Speech from 
the Wawaughtanneys and Pyankeshees (two Tribes of the 
Twigtwees) One of the Chiefs of the former spoke" Broth
"ers, We have heard what You have said to Us by the Inter
" preter and We see You take Pity upon our poor Wives and 
"Children, and have taken Us by the Hand into the great 
" Chain of Friendship i therefore We present You with these 
". two Bundles of Skins to make Shoes for your People, and 
"this Pipe to smoak in, to assure You that our Hearts are 
"good and true towards You our Brothers i and We hope that 
"We shall all continue in true Love and Friendship with one 
"another, as People with one Head and one Heart ought to 
"do i You have pityed Us as You always did the rest of our 
"Indian Brothers, We hope that Pity You have always shewn, 
"will remain as long as the Sun gives Light, and on our Side 
" you may depend upon sincere and true Friendship towards 
"You as long as We have Strength "-This Person stood up 
and spoke with the Air and Gesture of an Orator. 

Tuesday 26.-The Twigtwees delivered the following 
Answer to the four Indians sent by the French-The Cap
tain of the Warriors stood up and taking some Strings of 
black and white Wampum in ~his Hand he spoke with a 
fierce Tone and very ~arlike Air-" Brothers the Ottaways, 
"You are always differing with the French Yourselves, and 
"yet You listen to what they say, but We will let You know by 
"these four Strings of Wampum, that We will not hear any 
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COMMITTEE COMPANY. 

j SO we all cam Miamee River 
ng, but Mr Cr ontour went 
n the Town, b this Side at 0 

Smith's (a Trader) where We had left our Horses-Before the 
French Indians had come into Town, We had drawn Articles 
of Peace and Alliance between the English and the Wa
waughtanneys and Pyankeshees j the Indentures were signed 

delivered on and as I dre 
py-The Lan great Miamee 
evel and well e of the finest 
e : The Indi ers assure M 
s as good and better, to the 

as far as the Obache which is accounted 100 Miles, and quite 
up to the Head of the Miamee River, which is 60 Miles 
above the Twigtwee Town, and down the said River quite to 
the Ohio which is reckoned ISO Miles-The Grass here 

great Heigh Fields, of w 
t Number, & are full of whi 

'-and blue Gras 
y March 2.- an and the r 

p y came over th got our Horses, se 
out about 3S M. to Mad Creek (this is a Place where some 
English Traders had been taken Prisoners by the French.) 

Sunday 3.-This Morning We parted, They for Hock-
hockin, and I for the Shannoah Town, and as I was quite alone 

that the Fre ad threatene 
ably pursue 0 for Us, I left 
to the South own the littl 
reek, where veling thro r 

and beautIful Meadows, In WhICh I coud sometimes see forty 
or fifty Buffaloes feeding at once-The little Miamee River 
or Creek continued to run thro the Middle of a fine Meadow, 
about a Mile wide very clear like an old Field, and not a Bush 
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CHRISTOPHER GIST'S JOURNALS. 

vel-All the Way from Salt Lick Creek to this Place, the 
Branches of the little Cuttaway River were so high that We 
coud not pass Them, which obliged Us to go over the Heads 
of them, thro a continued Ledge of almost inaccessible 
Mountains, Rocks and Laurel Thickets. 

Tuesday 30.-Fair Weather set out E 3 M, SE 8 M, E 2 

M, to a little River or Creek which falls into the big Conha
way, called blue Stone, where we encamped and had good 
Feeding for our Horses. 

Wednesday May I.-Set out N 7S E 10 M and killed a Buf
faloe, then went up a very high Mountain, upon the Top of 
which was a Rock 60 or 70 Feet high, & a Cavity in the 
Middle, into which I went, and found there was a Passage 
thro it which gradually ascended to the Top, with several 
Holes in the Rock, which let in the Light, when I got to the . 
Top of this Rock, I could see a prodigious Distance, and 
coud plainly discover where the big Conhaway River broke 
. the next high Mountain, I then came down and continued my 
Course N 7S E S M farther and encamped. 

Thursday 2 & Friday 3.-These two Days it rained and We 
stayed at our Camp to take Care of some Provision We had 
killeq. 

Saturday 4-This Day our Horses run away, and it was 
late before We got Them, so We coud not travel far, We 
went N 7S E 4 M. 

Sunday May s.-Rained all Day. 
Monday 6.-Set out thro very bad Ways E 3 M, NE 6 M, 

over a bad Laurel Creek E 4 M. 
Tuesday 7.-Set out E 10 M, to the big Conhaway or new 

River and got over half of it to a large Island whe1."e We 
lodged that Night. 

Wednesday B.-We made a Raft of Logs and crossed the 
other half of the River & went up it S about 2 M-The Con-
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Virginia, Col" Lee, who was since dead, Joshua informed 
Them what I said, and they told Me, I ought to let the Beaver 
know this, so I wrote a Line to him by Joshua, who promised 
to deliver it safe, and said there was a Trader's Man who 
cou~ read it for him-This Beaver is the Sachemore or Chief 
of the Delawares. It is customary among the Indian Chiefs 
to take upon Them the Name of any Beast or Bird they 
ancy, the Picture of which they always sign instead of their 
Name or Arms. 

Wednesday 18.-5tayed at the Camp. 
Thursday 19,-Set out W 3 M, S 45 W 2 M, W I M to a 

Branch of Licking Creek. 
Friday 2O.-Set out W 1 M, S 45 W 6 M and encamped. 
From Saturday 21 to Tuesday, Jan" 7.-We stayed at this 

Place, We had a good Deal of Snow &: bad Weather-My 
Son had the Misfortune to have his Feet frost-bitten, which 
kept Us much longer here than We intended however We 
kill'd Plenty of Deer Turkeys &:e and fared very well-The 
Land hereabouts very good but to the W and SW it is hilly. 

1752 

Wednesday Jan" 8-My Son's Feet being somewhat 
better, We set out S 30 W 5 M, S 45 W 3 M, the Land 
mlddllng good but hilly-I found my Son's Feet too tender 
to travel, and we were obliged to stop again. 

From Thursday 9 to Sunday 19--We stayed at this Place 
-Whlle We were here We killed Plenty of Bear Deer & 
Elk, 10 that We lived very well. 

Monday 2O.-We set out W 5 M-here we were stopped 
by Snow. 

Tuelday 21.-Stayed all the Day in the Camp. 
~ lll ... aday 22.-Set out S 45 W 12 M, where we scared 

.1 I' IIlh r from under a Rock where there was Room enough 
till • n t We encamped &: had good Shelter. 
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CHR.ISTOPHER GIST'S JOURNALS 84 . 

e J4t"ench canoe that was lost, with her cargo of powder 
on _A This' h and 1~- nlg t we encamped about twenty miles a):>ove 

Venango-
saturday 22.-Set out. The creek began to be very low 

and we were forced to get out, to keep our canoe from over
setting. several times; the water freezing to our clothes; 
and Vie had the pleasure of seeing the French overset, and the 
brandy and wine floating in the creek, and run by them, and 
left them to shift for themselves. Came to Venango, and 
met with our people and horses. 

Sunday 23·-We set out from Venango, travelled about 
five miles to Lacomick creek. 

Monday 24--Here Major Washington set out on foot in 
Indian dress. Our horses grew weak, that we were mostly 
obliged to travel on foot, and had snow all day. Encamped 
near the barrens. 

Tuesday 2s.-Set out and travelled on foot to branches of 
Great Beaver creek. 

Wednesday 26.-The Major desired me to set out on foot, 
and leave our company, as the creeks were frozen, and our 
horses could make but little way. Indeed, I was' unwilling 
he should undertake such a travel, who had never been used 
to walking before this time. But as he insisted on it, I set out 
with our packs, like Indians, and travelled eighteen miles. 
That night we lodged at an Indian cabin, and the Major was 
much fatigued. It was very cold; all the small runs were 
frozen, that we could hardly get water to drink. 

Thursday 27.-We rose early in the morning, and set out 
about two o'clock. Got to the Murthering town, on the 
southeast fork of Beaver creek. Here we met with an Indian, 
whom I thought I had seen at Joncaire's, at Venango, when 

n Our journey up to the French fort. This fellow called me 
by my In 11 11 tl me, nd pretended to be glad to see me. He 
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will not have him killed, we must get him away, and then we 
must travel all night." Upon which I said to the Indian, " I 
suppose you were lost, and fired your gun." He said, he 
knew the way to his cabin, and 'twas but a little way. "Well," 
said I, "do you go home; and as we are much tired, we will 
follow your track in the morning; and here is a cake of 
bread for you, and you must give us meat in the morning." 
He was glad to get away. I followed him, and listened until 
he was fairly out of the way, and then we set out about half a 

• mile, when we made a fire, set our compass, and fixed our 
course, and travelled all night, and in the morning we were on 
the head of Piney creek. 

Friday 28.-We travelled all the next day down the said 
creek, and just at night found some tracks where Indians had 
been hunting. We parted, and appointed a place a distance 
off, where to meet, it being then dark. We encamped, and 
thought ourselves safe enough to sleep. 

Saturday 29.-We set out early, got to Alleghany, made a 
raft, and with much difficulty got over to an island, alittle above 
Shannopin's town. The Major having fallen in from off the 
raft, and my fingers frost.bitten, and the sun down, and very 
cold. we contented ourselves to encamp upon that island. It 
was deep water between us and the shore; but the cold did 
us some service, for in the morning it was frozen hard enough 
for qs to pass over on the ice. 

Sunday 30.-We set out about ten miles to John Frazier's, 
at Turtle creek, and rested that evening. 

Monday 31.-Next day we waited on queen Aliquippa, who 
lives now at the mouth of Y oughiogany. She said she would 
never go down to the river Alleghany to live, except the Eng
lish built a fo rt, and then she would go and live there. 

Tuesday January I, 1754--We set out from John Frazier's 
and at night encamped at Jacob's cabins. 
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94 CHRISTOPHER GIST'S JOURNALS. 

ally called the Ohio, of which it is the head branch. "The 
Ohio" by the Senecas. Allegheny is the name of the same 
river in the Delaware language. Both words signify" the fine 
or fair river." Post was a Moravian missionary amongst the 
Ohio Indians for many years.1 He was twice married among 
them and thoroughly understood various Indian dialects. 
He was often employed on Indian affairs by the colonial 
authorities. On the map prefixed to "Washington's Journal 
of 1753-4, London, 1754," reprinted by Joseph Sabin, New 
York, 1865, the Allegheny is marked" The Ohio or Allegheny 
River," and the main stream" The Ohio or the Fair River."1 In 
the language of the different tribes of the Iroquois, or Six Na
tions, there are some variations of the word Ohio, none of its 
meaning. In the Seneca, Cayuga and Mohawk dialects it is 
O-heeyo; in the Onondago and Tuscarora O-hee-yee j in the 
Oneida O-hee. the same as Allegheny-" fair or beautiful "
which the French rendered" La Belle Riviere.'" The early tra
ders in Kentucky and on the Ohio called it Allegheny, or Ohio, 
as they happened to trade most with the Iroquois or Delawares. 
On the map of Cornelli, "North America with the New Dis
coveries of the Year 1688," published at Venice in 1690, the 
main part of the Ohio is laid down and inscribed" R Ohio or 
la B~lle Riviere, said by the s~vages to have its source near 
the Lake Frontenac" (Ontario). In the "Proces Verbal" 
(Declaration) of the taking possession of Louisiana, at the 
mouth of the ~ississippi, by the Sieur de la Salle, April 9, 

1 Christian F. PO!Jt in his Second Journal, 1758, London, 1759, p. 17, re
printed in Appendix to Proud's" History of Pennsylvania," 1798, Vol. II; 
also in Craig's" Olden Time," Vol. I. 

I See also "Weiser's Journal, 1748." "Colonial Records," Vol. V, p. 349-
"Collection Pennsylvania Historical Society," Vol. I, p. 2J. 

J " Morgan's League of the Iroquois," p. J94. II Collection of the Con
necticut H istorical Society, Vol. II, p. IJ." 
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NOTES TO CHRISTOPHER GIST'S JOURNAL OF 1750-51. 99 

John Gibson bad a small n-ading establishment there in 1777.1 

From the beginning of the war of the Revolution it had 
e nor inhabit tt absorbed bo 

of the town unding scene 
. In the acc nel Bouquet' 
t the Ohio In 4. occurs this 

"Friday, October 5.-In this day's march, the Army passed 
through LOggstOWD, situated seventeen miles and an half, fifty 
seven perches by the path from Fort Pitt. This place was 
noted before the last war for the great trade carried on there 
b the En lish and Fren h b t it . habitants aba d ed't 

1758. The extended abo 
r a rich botto 
mit of which, 

t of a low, ste 
livity, stood t 

. anding a mos rospect over t 
and quite across the Ohio, which is quite five hundred yards 
wide here, and by its majestic, easy current adds much to the 
beauty of the place."t 

Remains of many of the houses are noted in the draught 
eyexecuted fo f Pennsylvani 
me of the mos buildings we 

part of the p . For the 10 
ee Evans' Ma and Jefferso 
chins' Map in Large Map 

1778. Map of the Ohio River, by General Victor Collot, 17if>. 
A town named Montmorin was laid out on a large scale on 

the site of Logstown in 1788. It only existed on paper. Adver-

I " d's Sketches," 
nsell's edition, 18 

al Account of Bo 
larke Co's. Repn 
e Records. Trac 

d's "Campaign 

ion," Philadelph 

869. p. 45· 
and 19 in Leet's 

o eprecla on Lands." Howe s ap 0 ennsylvania, 1792. 
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mentions Muskingum as though it was the name of the town. 
He should have written" a town of the Wyandots at the 
Muskingum," the latter being an Algonquin or Delaware 
word. The Indians do not, like the whites, give every town 
or village a name, but they are known by the name of the place, 
the locality, head chief, etc. "They preferred to describe a man 
or a river or town, by some quality or remarkable feature 
rather than designate the object by a name. l Thus Chilli
cothe towns in Ohio-Upper, Lower and Old-simply meant 
towns of the Chillicothe tribe of the Shawnese. 2 Soh-kon, out
let (a village) at the outlet. Shannopin, from the head chief, 
Kittanning. Kittan, great, ung-on, or at the great river.' 
The Wyandots, or Hurons, were ancient occupants of Cen
tral and Eastern Ohio and Northwestern Pennsylvania, to 
which region they retreated from Canada, to escape the fury 
of the conquering Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the middle of 
the seventeenth century! The Wyandots are called Tionon
aties, Petuns or Petuneu~, Tobacco Indians, from their indus
trious habit of cultivating that plant. Petun (obsolete French 
for tobacco derived from the Brazilian) being a nickname 
given to them by the French traders.6 In the Mohawk dialect 
of the Iroquois the name for tobacco is O-ye.aug-wa. 8 In the 
Huron of La Hontan, Vol. II, p. 103, Oyngowa; and in Cam
pinus" History of New Sweden," in the Mingo. 

I" Transactions of the Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio," 

Vol. I, p. 235-
2 John Johnson, in Butler's" Kentucky," last page, Appendix. 
I See Trumbull on" Indian Geographical Names," Connecticut Histori· 

<:al Society, Vol. II, P.43, etc. 
4" American Antiquarian Society Transactions," Vol. I, p. 271-2; id. 

Vol. II, p. 72. Charlevoix's" History of New France." 
6 ., Historical Magazine," Vol. V, O. S., 1861, p. 263. 
6 Gallatin's" Synopsis American Aboriginal Archives," Vol. II, p. 484. 
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December 19th, Captain Montour delivered to Governor 
J obn Penn an address of welcome from the Conestoga 
Indians at Conestoga Town, Lancaster County. 

I 764--Against the hostile Delawares, residing on the 
upper Susquehanna, Sir William Johnston sent a party of 
nearly two hundred Indians-Six Nations, Tuscarawas and 
Oneidas, and a few Rangers-under the command of Captain 
Montour. l In the middle of February they left their castles 
with the intention of falling upon the towns of the Dela
wares and Shawanese, lying near the forks and branches of 
the Ohio and Susquehanna. They seized here in their en
campment a party of forty Delawares under the command 
of the famous Captain Bull, a son of the ill-fated Teedyus
cung. Captain Bull was a remarkable Indian and in capacity 
as leader had done considerable damage during the war. The 
prisoners were sent by way of Fort Stanwix, to Johnston 
Hall. Captain Bull and .thirteen of the warriors were sent 
by way of Albany to New York, and there confined in jail. 
The others were distributed among the friendly Indians to 
supply the places of lost relations-an Indian custom.' 

On April 1st, Captain Montour, with 140 Indians and 
some Rangers, set out for Kanestio, and after passing 
several high creeks and rivers, they destroyed two large 
towns, which were built of square logs. After this Montour 
proceeded to Kanestio, where they destroyed sixty good 
houses and killed a number of cattle. 

1768.-A conference was held at Fort Pitt between George 
Croghan, Deputy Agent of Indian Affairs, and the chiefs and 
warriors of the Six Nations, Delawares, Shawnese, and Mun-

• cies, residing on the Ohio River. " Henry" Montour, inter
preter. 

1 Stone's" Life of Sir William Johnston." 
I co New York Colonial History." 
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DEED TO GEORGE CROGHAN. 191 

duly executed having date the 2d day of August A D 1749 for 
the consideration therein mentioned grant bargain and sell to 
George Croghan in fee a certain tract of land Beginning on the 
eastern side of the river Ohio to the northward of an old Indian 
town called Shannopins Town at the mouth of a run called 
the Two mile run and running thence up the said two mile 
run to where it intersects with the heads of the two mile 
springs where it empties into the Monongahela river, thence 
down the said two mile springs the same course thereof 
into the said river Monongahela, thence up the said river 
Monongahela to where Turtle creek empties itself into 
the said river, thence up the said creek to the first forks 
thereof, thence up the north or northerly branch of the said 
creek to the head of the same, thence north or a northerly 
course until it strikes Plumb Creek, thence down said 
Plumb creek until it empties itself into the river Allegheny 
and thence down the said river Allegheny to the place of 
beginning where the aforesaid two mile run discharges itself 
into the said river Ohio containing by estimate Forty thousand 
Acres be the same more or less as by the same deed more fully 
appears. And whereas said Chiefs or Sachems fully repre
senting the six united Nations aforesaid in full council assem
bled at Fort Stanwix did by their Deed Poll duly executed 
bearing date the 11th November 1768 for the consideration 
therein mentioned, granted and conveyed to his most sacre:l 
Majesty George III king of Great Britain, for the benefit and 
behoof of said George Croghan all the before mentioned tract 
of land; for part of which said lands George Croghan made 
application unto the Secretarys office at Philadelphia April 
1st 1769 and obtained a special grant for part of the same 
from the Proprietor of Pennsylvania as appears from the 
records of the Land Office at Philadelphia, reference being 
had thereto may more fully appear, wh ich application with 
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THE TESTIMONY OF SIMON GIRTY. 

To Colonel G~org~ Morgan. 

On or about the 9th of November last I was sent by Gen
eral Hand to Connewago, a Seneca Town on the Allegany 
River, with a friendly Message to the Six Nations. I arrived 
there the 14th of November and after executing my orders 
waited there till the 24th of the Month. During my stay 
there, Conengayote or the White Mingo, returned from Nia
gara with a Horse load of Goods, w~ich he told me he had 
purchased for Horses he had stole from near Ligonier in Penn
sylvania about the month of--Iast, at which time he and 
his Party killed four Men. On or about the 23d of November 
Co, co, caw, can, keteda or the Flying Crow, with twenty five 
Warriors of the Senecas of the Turtle Tribe, among whom 
were Joneowentashaun and Coneotahanck or the Leaf, (War 
Chief) arrived at Connewago with two scalps, and a Woman 
they had taken Prisoner about fifteen days before from near 
Ligonier aforesaid. On conversing with her and with the 
Indians, I was informed that the Indians had killed and scalped 
her Husband, Forbes, and had beat out the brains of their 
only Child against a Tree in the Road. 

Kushgwehgo or Full Face, and twenty seven others of the 
Senecas of the Eagle Tribe, had been to war against the 
people of Pennsylvania East of the Alleghany Mountain (I 
understood in Bedford County) j they were out eighteen days 
when I arrived at the Town j they were daily expected back 

( 214) 
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EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM COL. BURWELL, PRESI-
• DENT OF THE COUNCIL AND COMMANDER-IN-

CHIEF OF VIRGINIA, AND OTHER LETTERS 
TO THE BOARD OF TRADE.l 

August 21, 17SI.-Notwithstanding the Grants of the 
Kings of England, France or Spain, the Property of these 
uninhabited Parts of the World must be founded upon prior 
Occupancy according to the Law of Nature; and it is the 
seating and cultivating the soil and not the bare travelling 
through a Territory that constitutes Right; and it will be 
politic and highly for the Interest of the Crown to encourage 
the seating the Lands Westward as soon as possible to pre
vent the French; which I hope will be accomplished as the 
Freedom and Liberty of our Government will so much sooner 
invite into the British Colonies, Foreigners. We have not 
been able to prevail with the northern Indians to come to 
Fredericksburg to accept of his Majesty's Present, and the 
Reason they offer is, the immense Distance and the Death of 
several of their Great Men, which they attribute to the Jour
neys they have taken to the Places where Conferences have 
been held, but they acquaint us at the same Time that they 
will meet any persons the Government think proper to send 
to Log's Town, a Place not far from our back Inhabitants, 
where they frequently hold their Councils; this I communi-

1 M55. from Record Office, London. 
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234 CHRISTOPHER GIST'S JOURNALS. 

you an account of said Goods and the Company will imme~ 
diately send for them to England, and when they arrive will 
carry them to what ever place you agree to deliver them at. 

If our Brethren the Indians do not approve these proposals 
and do refuse their protection and assistance to the subjects 
of their Father the King of Great Britain, you are forthwith to 
make a return thereof to the said Ohio Company, that they 
may inform his Majesty thereof. 

You are to apply to Col. Cresap for what Wampum you 
have occasion of on the Companys account for which you are 
to give him a receipt. You are to apply to him for one of the 
Companies Horses to ride out to the Loggstown. 

As soon as the Treaty is over, you are to make an exact re
turn of all your proceedings to the Company. 

Given under my hand in behalf of the said Ohio Company 
the 28th day of April 17S2. 

GEORGE MASON Treasurer 

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN CHRISTOPHER 
GIST.1 

Upon your arrival at the Treaty if you find that the. com
missioners do not make a general Agreement with the In
dians on behalf of Virginia for the settlement of the Land 
upon the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi, or that in such 
weement there are any doubtful or ambiguous expressions 
which may be prejudicial to the Ohio Company, you are then 
to endeavour to make purchase of the Lands to the Eastward 
of the Ohio River and Allagany, and procure the Friendship 
and protection of the Indians in settling the said Lands upon 
the best terms you can for a quantity of Goods. 

I From Records and Minutes of the Ohio Company. 
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APPENDIX. 

was duly given to us for the space of eighteen months, and 
after that we had only one pound of Rice Bread and one 
pound of rice for each man per day, and one quart of Bear's 
oil for each man per month, which allowance was continued to 
us untilll made my escape. Whilst I was confined in Prison 
I had many Visits made to me by the French and Dutch who 
lived there and grew intimate and familiar with some of them, 
by whom I was informed of the MaJ1ner of Government, laws, 
strength .and wealth of the kingdom of Louisiana as they 
call it, and from the whole we learned that the Government 
is Tyranical. The common people groan under the load of 
oppression and sigh for deliverance. The Governor is the 
chief Merchant and enhances all the Trade into his own hands, 
depriving the Planters of selling their commodities to any 
other but himself and allowing them only such prices as he 
pleases. 

And with respect to ReJigion, there is little to be found 
amongst them, but those who profess any Religion at all, its 
the Church of Rome. In the Town are nine Clergymen, 
four Jesuits and five Capuchin Friars. They have likewise 
one Nunnery in which are nine nuns. Notwithstanding the 
Fertility and richness of the soil, The Inhabitants are 
generally poor as a consequence of the oppression they meet 
with from their rulers, neither is the settling of the Country, 
or Agriculture in any measure encouraged by the Legislature. 
One thing I had almost forgot Viz. we were told by some of 
the French who first settled there, that about forty years ago 
when the French first discovered the place, and made attempt 
to ettle therein, there were then pretty many English settled 
on both sides the river Mississippi and one twenty Gun Ship 
lay in the river, what became of the Ship we did not hear, 
but we were informed that the English Inhabitants were all 
destroyed by the Natives at the instigation of the French. 
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